Phonics Rationale

ur pupils Learn to read efTective an utc usin e Rea rite lnc. onics
O ppLL t d Jch dq kLg g’chRdW’cI Ph
programme. Theg deve[op into condeen’c and passLona’ce, LLfeLong readers. The RWInc
programme Ls for pupLLs in Foundation to Year & who are Leammg to read, Years &, 3

and & who need to catch up rapLdLg and s’cruggLLng readers in Year 5 and 6.
In Read Write Inc. Phonics pupLLs:

- Decode letter-sound correspondences quLckLg and effor’c[esng, using their phonLc

knowledge and skills

- Read common exception words on sight

- Understand what they read

- Read aloud with fluency and expression

- Spell quickly and easily by segmenting the sounds in words

In addition, we teach pupils to work effectively with a partner to explain and
consolidate what they are learning. This provides the teacher with opportunities to
assess learning and to pick up on difficulties, such as pupils’ poor articulation, or
probLems with bLendLng or aLphabe’ch code know[edge. We group pupLLs homogeneoustg,
according to their progress in reading rather than their writing. This is because it is
known that pupLLs’ progress in erJc'Lng will Lag behind progress in read'mg, especLaLLg
for those whose motor skills are less well developed. In Year R we emphasise the
alphabetic code. The pupils rapidly learn sounds and the letter or groups of letters
they need to represent them. Simple mnemonics help them to grasp this quickly. This
Ls especLaLLg usefu[ for pupLLs at risk of makmg slower progress. This Leammg s
consolidated daily. Pupils have frequent practice in reading high frequency words with
'ereguLar speLLLngs - common excechLon words. We make sure that pupLLs read books
that are closely matched to their increasing knowledge of phonics and the common
exceptLon words. This s so that, earLg on, ’cheg experience success and gain condeence
that they are readers. Re-reading and discussing these books with the teacher support
their increasingly fluent decoding. & Alongside this, the teachers read a wide range
of stortes, poetry and non-fiction to pupils; they are soon able to read these texts for

themselves.

Our aim tis for pupLLs to compLeJce the phonLcs programme as qutcklg as possLbLe. The
sooner theg compLete it, the sooner ’cheg will be able to choose books to read at their

own interest and comprehensLon level.

We assess all pupils following Read Write Inc. assessment. We use this data to

assign them to the appropriate teaching group. This gives us a very good indication of



how well Jcheg are mak'mg progress relative to their starting points. We do this for all
pupils, whenever they join us, so we can track all of them effectively including those

eLLngLe for the pupLL premLum.

We support pupils who have identified special educational needs for however long it
takes until they can read. For example, we identify those who are at risk of falling
behind their peers immediately - whatever their age. Highly trained staff tutor them,
using the Read Write Inc. One-to-one tutoring programme. If a child arrives in Key
Stage & reading below their chronological age or with English as an additional
language, they are taught Read Write Inc. Phonics until they too catch up with their
peers. By the end of Key Stage |, our pupils can read aloud age-appropriate texts
accurately and with sufficient speed for comprehension. This means that we can
focus on developing their comprehension, preparing them well for transition to Key
Stage &. Their good decoding skills mean that they have a sound strategy for
decoding unfamiliar words when they come across them at whatever stage or in any

subjec’c, even into secondarg school.

The programmes’ ‘cycle of instruction’ means that, after direct instruction and guided
practice, the pupils teach another pupil. In this way they all rehearse and consolidate
what they have been learning. This helps the pupils to make their understanding clear
to themselves and helps the teacher deal with any misconceptions. Partner teaching
is a key assessment tool. We also use this approach very effectively in other subjects.
In Read Write Inc. Phonics, because the pupLLs are grouped across the school in
terms of their reading ability, they are reading at an appropriate decoding level every
day. The homogeneous groups in the Phonic lessons help us to focus the teaching and
ensure pupils learn to read quickly Staff teaching Read Write Inc. Phonics use the
results from the online assessments, which take place every half term. This data
allows us to intervene in different ways. For instance, we quickly move pupils to
another group if they are progressing faster than their peers. Those who continue to
struggle have one-to-one tutoring so that they keep up. Children who are not ARE or
are in red group or below are assessed every two weeks and re-grouped to ensure that

’cheg are consLstentLg be'mg ’caugh’c at the stag approprtate to them and are not Left
behind.

Pupils in the lowest™ attaining group have the widest variety of needs. This is
therefore the least homogeneous group. In order to give these pupils, the same
carefully targeted teaching as all the other groups, some of these pupils have daily
one-to-one tutoring in addition to their group session in the morning. This tutoring

helps us to meet their individual needs.

We support pupLLs to select appropriate books to take home, dependmg on what support

they might receive at home. Pupils also receive books that they have already read in



the Read Write Inc. Phonics lesson. This means that they are confident to read at
home. Pupils also take-home stories for pleasure that they can share with their
families continuing to build the importance of joy in reading, we want our pupils to
love books and readmg. Stories and new vocabuLarg are exp[amed and discussed so all
pupils have access to the books they read. Our youngest pupils also take-home
familiar picture only books until they can read so that they can re-tell the story out

Loud (ll’ld recau detaLLs O.I'ld. vocabu[arg.



