
Knowle Primary School  

Writing Process  

An explanation of the writing process in English: 

At Knowle, the explicit teaching and modelling of a range of genres and writing styles is a top priority 

to produce a solid foundation and grasp of the English Language. We follow the research-based 

approach of the ‘Gradual Release Model’ which is a best practice instructional model where teachers 

strategically transfer the responsibility in the learning process from the teacher to the students 

(Pearson & Gallagher, 1983, further developed by Fisher & Frey, 2013).  

As you will see below, there is a clear process of explicit teaching (I do), shared writing and 

modelling (We do) and finally the independent application of skills (You do).  

Here is an explanation of a writing unit: 

 

This process shows how the transfer of responsibility from teacher to pupil progresses through 

modelled writing:  

 

Note. From Better Learning Through Structured Teaching: A Framework for the Gradual Release of 

Responsibility (2nd ed.), by D. Fisher & N. Frey, 2013 



Across the unit, these are the steps for learning the skills needed for each genre of writing: 

 

Here are a range of examples of using different contexts for modelled/shared/independent writing: 

 

This shows further detail at each stage of the process:  

 



How does this look in real lessons at our school?  

Here we have examples of the modelled version by the teacher (or external sources) and then the 

shared write between the teacher and the pupils: 

 

After modelling the process, the children then have a go at a closely-related piece of writing on their 

own, or with peers to practise applying the skills and language they have learnt: 

 



Final Independent Piece – writing to persuade about visiting ‘The Box’ Museum: (which the children 
had a school trip to as an immersive experience and purposeful writing for an audience) 

Through this explicitly taught and modelled process of writing, the impact of the high-quality 

language used by children has improved, their core understanding of the genres and writing tone 

have developed and the quality of their daily writing in books has increased.  

 


