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Reading: Comprehension Skills Progression

yiPERs.

At the Learning Academies Trust, pupils are taught the Reading ohjectives from the National Cwrriculum. We know that to
comprehension. In EYFS and KS1, there is a focus on phonics and applying this to their early reading. Pupils will develop
their reading skills by reading texts that are age appropriate and cover a range of text types. Teachers use model, echo and
choral reading to explicitly teach fluent reading. Alongside this, reading skills are explicitly taught. To support pupils in
remembering the reading skills, the acronym VIPERS is used. VIPERS stands for Vocabulary, Inference, Predictions,
Explaining, Retrieval, Sequencing (KS1)/ Summarising (KS2). Pupils will be taught the objectives from the National
Curriculwm but to enhance their acquisition of these, the VIPERS reading skills will be used.

This document organises National Cwrriculwm ohjectives against each of the reading skills.

It is important to note that the non-statutory guidance from the National Cwrriculum for years 3, 4, 5 and, 6 states, “The
Jocus should continue to be on pupils’ comprehension as a primary element in reading. The knowledge and skills that
comprehension in years 3 and 4 and years 5 and 6 are similar: the complexity of the writing increases the level of
challenge.” (DFE, English Programmes of Study: Key Stages 1 and 2, National Curriculwm in England, P26). As teachers are
likely to- be covering a range of skills within each session, a broad learning ohjective may have to be used; however,
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NB. This skill relates closely to Explaining. Pupils will need to explain why authors have chosen to use particular language, as well as
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Suggested Question Stems

Vocabuwlary
Find and explain the meaning of words in context:

Example questions
+ What do the words ...... and ...... suggest about the character, setting and mood?
» Which word tells you that....?
» Which keyword tells youw about the character/ setting/ mood?
» Find one word in the text which means......

« Find a word or phruse which shows/suggests that.......
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Inference
DS
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Suggested Question Stems:

I

Example questions
» Find and, copy a group of words which show that...

+ How do these words make the reader feel? How does this paragraph suggest this?

+ How do the descriptions of ...... show that they are ........
« How can you tell that......

« What impression of ...... do yow get from these paragraphs?
« What voice might these charucters use?
« Who is telling the story?
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Prediction
€y
L
27
Foundation Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6
Predict what
hased on hoth, | ©redict what
licti I | may happen
PI ial Predicting ha&l hased on what
happen on the orvthe, (obwious) and e I Predict what Predict what
Prediction pasis Pwhad | gis op what, | U i muril| ™9 whappen | might Rappen
has has heen read (less ohwious) . - . .
so far e.g. I think , implied implied
so far hecause she's
lkugzt worried T
fom
Tom knew he mwwl Imw
shouldn't have
lied
Suggested Question Stems:
Predict

Example questions

« From the cover what do you think this text is going to be about?

« What is happening now? What happened before this? What will happen after?
+ What does this paragruph suggest will happen next? What makes yow think this?

» Do you think the choice of setting will influence how the plot develops?

» Do you think... will happen? Yes, no or mayhe? Explain your answer using evidence from the text.
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Explain
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NB: Pupils will also be expected to explain and justifly why authors have chosen to use particular vocabulary. See Vocabulary' objectives.
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Suggested Question Stems:

Explain

Example questions

« Why is the text arranged. in this woy?

- What structures has the author used?

« What is the purpose of this text feature?

Explain how content is related and contributes to the meaning as a whole.
Explain the themes and patterns that develop across the text.
Explain how information contributes to the overall experience.
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« Is the use of ..... effective?

« The mood of the character changes throughout the text.

Find and copy the phruses which show this.

» What is the author’s point of view?
« What affect does ..... have on the audience?
. Howdoe&ﬂwmu}wrmgugzm@rwdzrhzm?
+ Which words and phrases did. ..... effectively?
- Which section wus the most interesting/
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Retrieve
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Suggested Questions Stems. www.literacyshed.com (C) 2017
Retrieve
Example questions
« How would yow describe this story/text? What genre is it? How do youw know?
« How did....?
» How often...?
» Who had...? Who is...? Who did....?
« What happened to...?
» What does.... do?
*How ..... I8 ........7
. WhabcanguuLeam}rmn ...... Jrom this section?
« Give one example of......

» The story is told from whose perspective?
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Sequence (KS1) / Summarise (KS2)
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Suggested Question Stems:

Sumnarise/Sequence
Summarise/sequence the main ideas from more than one paragraph

Example questions .
Cmggwnumbzrﬂwsewemm -5 in the order that they happened? (Sequencing)

» What happened after ...

. Whubwu&t)rwﬁwstﬂwqthubhappuwdmﬂwstorg?

- Can youw summarise in a sentence the opening/middle/end of the story?

» In what order do these chapter headings come in the story?




